
The Texas District Mid Winter Round 
Up is just around the corner, January 
9th in Killeen to be exact.  This is not 
only the District Staff meeting for all 
Chapter Officers and their staffs, but is 
actually open to any member who is 
interested in learning what GWRRA is 
all about. 
 
Primarily we will be conducting the 
end of year Chapter Business as in the 
processing of the year end financial 
reports.  Your Chapter Charter fees 
should be sent to Pamela by December 
1st so all you need to bring now is the 
Financial Reports, Equipment Reports 
and Bank Statements.  This is required 
by all Chapters, it is not an item that 
doesn’t have to be done if you don’t 
want to. It is one of the few require-
ments of GWRRA to keep your chap-
ters in tact.  Along with the Chapter 
Charter Fees, each chapter is required 
to send in financial reports which in-
cludes Financial Cover Sheet, Finan-
cial Report, Equipment List and 12 
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months January to December Bank 
Statements.  As the Chapter Director if 
you can’t attend, be sure someone 
from your staff is present to handle the 
chapter business. 
 
 
There will be several break-out ses-
sions to cover some topics of particular 
interest to the Chapter Directors and 
Staff members.  There will also be a 
session on the upcoming 2010 Texas 
District Rally.  If you are interested in 
having some fun you don’t want to 
miss this one.  Carolyn & Barbie do a 
bang up job on this presentation.  The 
Rider Education will also be conduct-
ing their end of year business and an-
nouncing the Chapter Educators of the 
Year and of course LTD will have a 
couple of seminars aimed at the new 
Chapter Leaders. 
 
Several important announcements will 
be made at the MWRU.  One is the 
2009 Chapter of the Year.  The Guide-
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lines and Score Sheets have already been sent to you 
and they need to be returned to District no later than 
December 1st in order to be considered for the Texas 
District’s Chapter Of The Year.  Immediately after 
the announcement the score sheet will be submitted to 
the Region H Director who will in turn enter them 
into the selection process for the Region H Chapter of 
the Year. 
 
Now then, we save the best for last, of course.  The 
Selection Process for the 2010 Texas District Couple 
Of The Year will be the Main Event on Saturday eve-
ning, January 9th.  I think Carolyn already has all the 
resumes for the couples that will be participating.  If 
you’re not sure please contact her and verify you have 
everything in you need. Her number is 254-578-3353 
or email pansy467@yahoo.com. 
 
One of the most important aspects of the selection 
process is the show of support from each of the Cou-
ples’ own Chapter.  It is one thing to be on stage in 
front of a bunch of your piers and entirely different to 
be on stage in front of a bunch of friends.  Give your 
Chapter Couple all the support you can; the noisier, 
the better. 
 
Between now and the November Newsletter we will 
have all the information on the District Website con-
cerning the upcoming District Rally.  The Registra-
tion forms, Hotel info and tentative schedule of 
events. 
 
 

You know last year was way out West in Amarillo.  
We more than doubled the anticipated number of at-
tendees.  Then the year before in Corpus Christi was  
another memorable event.  Now with the economy as 
it  is, we have moved the Rally to the center of the 
State to keep the costs down for everyone.  It is even 
better for all our out of state attendees.  Now then 
what do we do to equal the last two Rallies?  We have 
just received confirmation on several events that will 
be taking place.  Everything is falling into place and 
as the details are ironed out they will be posted on the 
website, wwwgwrra-tx.org.  So stay tuned because we 
think this Rally will be far more memorable than the 
last two. 
 
The volunteer work schedules for the Texas District 
Rally will be coming out to you shortly.  It will show 
what your chapters volunteered for last year and will 
have places for your first, second and third choices 
for 2010.  We will try to get your first choice for you 
but this is first come first served.  That’s the reason 
for the three choices.  If there’s a serious conflict I’ll 
call for directions 
 
 

Ken & Barbie Peterson                          
District Directors                               

Senior Master Tour Riders                       
2352 & 2353 
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Chapter Directors, I know you have missed having a 
“Barbie Blast” once a week.  I feel compelled to 
make up this lack of correspondence. 
 
By now you have probably heard I have not been too 
perky these pasts few months.  This is a good thing/
bad thing situation.  I have basically been grounded - 
bad thing.  Ken can hold this little thing over my head 
so I’m stuck in a chair and out of his hair - good thing 
(for Ken).  However it leaves me with too much time 
on my hands - bad thing as now I can think of so 
many ways to keep you and our staff busy.  Don’t you 
just love it!!! 
 
I love this time of year - great riding, rallies every-
where, and special times to celebrate - Halloween, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Also fast approaching, 
Mid Winter Round Up on January 9th in Killeen.  
What a great opportunity to see our newest facility - 
Shilo Inns Hotel and Killeen Civic Center.  The past 
two years we’ve had great District Rallies, with terri-
fic opportunities to see our state and do something 
new and different.  Thank you for your fantastic sup-
port and participation.  This year we hope to expound 
on the old saying “Something old is new again” Back 
to basics............ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Location - The center of Texas, great riding, still 
close to the Hill Country. 
 
Rally - This year we return to the TALENT SHOW.  
We will be combining this with a USO Theme and 
Dance. 
 
Theme - Military, we have many ideas working. 
 
 
Bring your staff and anyone interested and get the 
Low Down on all the happenings for the Rally.  We 
will be making some changes, adding a few things, 
plus honoring and choosing a new 2010 District Cou-
ple. 
Once again there will be a Pre-Registration Drawing 
at Mid-Winter Round Up January 9th.  Registration 
for the Prize must be in by Jan 9.  However, you do 
not have to be present to win. 
 
For great Fun Activities, go to www.med.gwrra.org/
fun/fun - section on Fun Activities is loaded with 
many ideas.  By the way have you sent me your Tour 
de Texas information? 
 
These thoughts should keep your mind occupied for a 
while.  If not hang in there a Barbie Blast will soon 
invade your privacy, please don’t delete it, it’s not a 
virus. 
 
See Ya in the Funnies 
 
 

Barbie 
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Friends, can you believe that October has already ar-
rived.  This starts the second busiest season of the 
year for my family. Besides all the usual birthdays 
and anniversaries Suzanne and I are gearing up for 
the Rider Education Events that are coming up.  Al-
low me to review them: 
 
First we have the Education Weekend that will be 
taking place at the East Texas Baptist University 
Campus in Marshall, Texas on October 17th-18th.  We 
are offering the usual core seminars as well as the 
MFA Refresher Course. We are also offering the 
TRC and ARC Riding Courses.  As I write this article 
the ARC is in jeopardy of being cancelled.  By the 
time you are reading this article that decision will 
have been made.  So, check the District Website for 
the latest information on that. The reason we may 
cancel the ARC is due to a lack of members signing 
up for it.  At this moment, we have 1 person signed 
up.  Considering the time, effort, and material to paint 
the ARC range we really need at least 5 members tak-
ing the course to make it feasible.  The TRC is doing 
well, but we still have a few spots available.  
 

The next event is our Mid-Winter Round Up which 
will be held at the convention center in Killeen, 
Texas.  This will also be the site of our 2010 Texas 
District Rally.  At the Mid-Winter Round Up Suzanne 
and I will be doing a Breakout session for Rider Edu-
cators.  We will be reviewing and explaining the pa-
perwork that the Educators need to be familiar with.  
We will also be reviewing our National Rider Educa-
tion Database and how to use it.  Since we have so 
many new Educators in Texas, it is our hope that eve-
ryone attends.  At the MWRU we will also be recog-
nizing our Educator of the Year, and the Rider Educa-
tion Article of the Year. 
 

 

What is the Article of the Year and Educator of the 
Year Recognition all about you ask.  Simple.  Educa-
tors must submit one of their articles published in a 
Chapter Newsletter.  This article should be informa-
tive and educational and therefore enhancing Rider 
Safety.  Only one article from each Educator will be 
accepted.  That’s all that is involved to be in the run-
ning for Article of the Year. The article must be sub-
mitted either by e-mail or snail mail by November 1st. 
To be considered for Educator of the Year the Chap-
ter Educator must be nominated by their Chapter Di-
rector.  Directors must seriously consider if their Edu-
cator has gone above and beyond the call of duty.  
Educators have a certain amount of expectations 
placed on them when the Position was accepted.  Ful-
fillment of these basic duties does not earn someone a 
nomination.  We are looking for those individuals 
who have really made a commitment of time, energy, 
and resources to provide their Chapter with excep-
tional educational opportunities.  Chapter Directors, if 
you have such an Educator on your staff we look for-
ward to hearing from you.  Send us your letters by 
November 1st describing why your Educator is the 
Educator of the Year. 
 

The next event after our Mid-Winter Round Up will 
be the 2010 Texas District Rally in Killeen, Texas.  I 
will only go into one detail at this time about our 
Rally.  The Level IV Breakfast will gather at the Con-
vention Center and ride together to Fort Hood for a 
good breakfast on base.  Some prior military person-
nel may remember these facilities as “Mess Halls”.  
Trust me these are state of the art facilities with dedi-
cated personnel that will feed you well.  With that 
being said there are a few rules we must observe to 
get on base.  I will be reviewing these several times 
between now and May because they are important 
and not flexible. 
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To drive on a military reservation is a privilege per-
mitted by the Base Commander.  He has certain Pro-
tocol to observe.  I will list the requirements and a 
brief description. 
 

• You must have a motorcycle endorsement on 
your license to operate a motorcycle on a 
Military Reservation. This is self-explanatory. 

 
• You must wear full safety gear: long pants, 

long sleeves, helmet, and full fingered gloves, 
eye protection, and boots or shoes that cover 
the ankles.  Nothing new there.  This is our 
normal gear every time we go on a riding 
course range.  Hopefully, this is what you 
wear every time you mount up. 

 
• In addition to the normal gear mentioned 

above, you will be required to wear a reflec-
tive outer wear of some sort.  Reflective jacket 
or vest.  Jackets with reflective piping do not 
meet this requirement if I understood cor-
rectly. I will verify that in future months but 
wanted to give everyone a head’s up on this. 

 
• Also, in the area of eye protection there is a 

little new twist.  We are used to being required 
to wear eye protection. But, the government is 
particular and should not be a problem as most 
of us wear helmets with face shields.  Just be 
aware that eyeglasses, prescription or sun-
shades, don’t count as eye protection.  Neither 
does windshields or fairings. You will be re-
quired to wear a face shield in the down posi-
tion, safety glasses, goggles, or wrap around 
glasses to ride on Fort Hood. 

 
 
 
 
 

I believe you will agree with me all these restrictions 
are reasonable and livable.  We meet most of those 
requirements every time we get on our bikes.  So, 
let’s get together and ride out to our nation’s largest 
Military Base and enjoy some good food and fellow-
ship.  Suzanne and I look forward to seeing each of 
our Level IV’s there.  And this is a good place to 
clear up some confusion about the Level IV Break-
fast. 
 
Any member that has met the requirements and sub-
mitted a Level IV Application is eligible and wel-
come at the Breakfast.  The Level IV Breakfast is 
about the persons that have made the time and mone-
tary sacrifices to go the extra mile for rider safety 
within GWRRA.  This is for our elite riders. Our 
Master Tour Riders.  And it is not an easy Level to 
attain.  It takes years and loads of training on and off 
the motorcycle. And it takes patience.  Yep, some of 
you know where I am going with this. 
 

• After you have spent the time and money to be-
come safer, more knowledgeable riders and sub-
mit your Level IV Application the patience part 
comes in.  I know it is hard and I wish I could do 
something about the procedure, but it is above my 
pay grade. Seriously, the procedure is a bit 
lengthy but necessary to preserve the integrity of 
the Rider Education Program.  After you as a 
member gets together with your Chapter Educator 
and fill out the Application here is what happens.  

 
Your Chapter Educator mails it to the District Educa-
tor that would be Suzanne and I in Texas.  We check 
the member on the Database for eligibility.  Then we 
check the Application for accuracy. Then we check 
that the money sent is appropriate and that the check 
is made out to the proper people.  In the case of a 
Level IV Application the check should be made out to 
GWRRA National.  A mistake in eligibility or paper-
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work will delay your request because the mistake will 
have to be corrected before being submitted to our 
Regional Educators for the next step.  By the way, the 
two biggest mistakes being made by the Chapter Edu-
cators is sending the Application in early and making 
the check out to the Texas District.   
 
After your application clears our desk we send it on to 
John and Lydia Bourg our Regional Educators.  They 
second check me and then sign off on the Application 
and send it on to Phoenix.  In Phoenix after process-
ing the paperwork you are assigned your personal 
Master Tour Number and a request is sent in on your 
behalf for the patches.  Then the Patches are made 
and sent back to Phoenix who then sends the package 
back down the line until it reaches the correct District 
Educator.  If your District Educator can find a District 
Staff member to make the presentation you will re-
ceive your Patches at the next Chapter Gathering.  If 
we are unable to find an available District Staff mem-
ber your package is mailed to your Chapter Educator.  
By the way, all the times I mentioned mail that is 
snail mail because we need your original signature, 
no electronic shortcuts here.  That involves a lot of 
delays. 
 
I have been hearing from upset members who are 
growing tired of waiting.  And we emphasize with 
you and know firsthand where you are coming from.  
Every Level IV had a tiresome delay.  Suzanne and I 
waited for about four months.  And as stated earlier 
this is not due to anyone’s fault. It is a precise and 
tedious procedure to ensure that when you receive 
that Level IV Patch it really has significance.  The 
only exception to the procedure outlined above is if 
you ordered the Black/Gold Patch.  That Patch comes 
from an outside source and is usually mailed directly 
to the member.  In this case the member receives his/
her patch about the same time the District Educator 
receives the official package from Phoenix.  
 

We hope that everyone feels a bit more informed on 
the upcoming Rider Education Events and have an-
swered a few questions.  If you have any questions, 
concerns, or comments please feel free to ask us any-
thing at anytime.  We are here to serve you the Texas 
District members, but we can’t do that properly if we 
don’t know what is on your minds.  Our e-mail ad-
dresses and phone number is on the website.  E-mail 
is probably the easiest way to reach us because I work 
nights.  Either way, Suzanne and I will try to get you 
a timely response. 
 
Thanks for caring enough about Rider Education to 
read this lengthy article.  We look forward to seeing 
you in Marshall. 
 

Until we next meet Ride Safe-Ride Aware-Ride 
Respectfully 

 

Michael  & Suzanne Elrod                        

District Educators 

Master Tour Riders                             

6680 & 6679                                  
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Abraham Lincoln gained the trust and respect of those 
he lead by building strong alliances on both personal 
and professional level.  By listening, paying attention, 
and spending time together and getting to know the 
participants in your chapter mountains of personal 
differences and hard feelings can be overcome.  A 
good leader needs to listen at least as much as he 
needs to talk.  Too many people fail to realize that 
real communication goes in both directions.  Doing 
the above you will gain respect and trust.  People are 
much more likely to trust a leader if they know he or 
she is compassionate and forgiving of mistakes. Trust 
of course is the essential building block for successful 
relationships.  
 
The GWRRA Horizon Program is just one of the 
tools for learning how to build strong alliances and 
become a good leader.  Also consider attending Edu-
cation Weekend this year, the entire Intermediate 
Leadership Skills program will be presented. 
 
 

UP COMING EVENTS: 
Horizon Program 

Chapter I & Y2, November 7th & 8th 2009  
Chapter C, February 6th & 7th   2010.  

 
Intermediate Leadership Skills Program 

Education Weekend October 17th & 18th in              
Marshall, TX 

 
Details on the Texas District Website                      

www.gwrra-tx.org  
 
 
 
 
 

Lynn Heene                                    
District Trainer                                 

Master Tour Rider 7183 
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BY THE BOOK 
The “By The Book” articles are intended to help familiar-
ize Volunteer Leaders and GWRRA Members with the 
guidelines, policies, procedures, and information con-
tained in the GWRRA Officer’s Guidebook. Any quotes or 
references to topics contained in our OGB should not be 
taken “out of context”. Please feel free to reprint these 
articles in Region, District and Chapter newsletters.  
 
The backbone of GWRRA is the Local Chapter. Without 
the Chapter there would not be a National, Region or Dis-
trict, so we must foster and help the “Chapter” to grow 
and prosper! This is Phase 4 and 5 of a series on How a 
GWRRA Chapter is organized. The content below can be 
found in the Officer Guide Book on page D-2 and D-3. 
This is the final article in a series. Now get out there and 
help get New Chapters Organized.  

HOW A NEW GWRRA                          
CHAPTER IS ORGANIZED 

The Proactive Approach to Chapter Formation 
 

PHASE 4: First Informational Meeting  
•The first meeting is crucial. Make everyone feel wel-
come. Thank everyone for taking their time to attend 
the meeting. Provide a sign-in sheet for all attendees.
(http://med.gwrra.org/guides/Proactive%
20Approach.pdf)  
•The facilitator should get everyone talking by asking 
them to give their name, city, bike information, or 
anything else that will help put everyone at ease with 
the other attendees.  
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•Topics of conversation should include Chapter fun, 
activities, staff requirements and positions, newslet-
ters, funds, and even more fun activities. Fully-
informed people are more likely to get excited about a 
new idea.  
•Always welcome questions. Questions usually lead 
to the person who will be interested in becoming 
Chapter Director. Give a copy of “What is Expected 
of a Chapter Director” (http://med.gwrra.org/guides/
Proactive%20Approach.pdf) to anyone that has an 
interest in becoming a Chapter Director.  
•A favorable response and attendance will prompt the 
announcement of the second meeting to be held in 
one month. The facilitator may even try to organize a 
ride (dinner or short trip) before the next meeting.  
•Make sure everything has a positive note. Everyone 
should be thanked again for attending. Never make 
the statement “I wish we had a bigger turnout,” since 
that statement is a real slap in the face to those that 
took the time to attend.  
•A statement needs to be made that the District will 
support up to three meetings. By that time, someone 
will have to step forward to become Chapter Director 
and take over the monthly gatherings. “The Chapter 
belongs to the Participants, not the District.” 
 

PHASE 5: Set up Second Meeting  
•The District Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
reports the outcome of meeting to District Director, 
then sends out a letter to everyone on the list giving 
results of first meeting and inviting them to the sec-
ond meeting (http://med.gwrra.org/guides/Proactive%
20Approach.pdf) Same actions are taken for the third 
meeting. FOOTNOTE: Goals of the Meetings The 
goals of the three meetings are to be informational in 
nature, providing information regarding GWRRA 
Chapter formation and Chapter life. The group will 
become a Chapter before they know it. Don’t be 
afraid to repeat information at each meeting to edu-
cate new attendees. All that is left is a Chapter Direc-
tor to pull it all together, and it must be the right per-
son to make it all work. It is the responsibility of the 
District Director to appoint the Chapter Director. 
Anyone showing interest should be noted for the Dis-
trict Director to contact. No one should be told they 
have the position until appointed by the District Di-
rector and approved by the Region Director. The Pro-
active Approach is a proven method of fostering new 
Chapters. If you have areas with GWRRA Members 
and no Chapters, give this a try. It is a “Win-Win” 
proposition: the new Chapter and Participants, the 
District, Region and GWRRA Organization. 
 

Dale Wingrove  
Region  H Trainer 

         

RIDER EDUCATION SURVEY 
Would you please help Rider Education better 
serve your needs?   We are starting to make 
plans for the Region H Rally in March 2010 
and would like to know what classes you 
would like to take.    Please go to             
http://www.gwrra-h.org and click on the Rider 
Education Survey.  Thanks for your help.   

 
John Bourg 

Region H Educator  
Senior Master Tour Rider #4647 

educator@gwrra-h.org  



The “By The Book” articles are intended to help familiar-
ize Volunteer Leaders and GWRRA Members with the 
guidelines, policies, procedures, and information con-
tained in the GWRRA Officer’s Guidebook.  Any quotes or 
references to topics contained in our OGB should not be 
taken “out of context”.  Please feel free to reprint these 
articles in Region, District and Chapter newsletters. 
 
 
The following article should not only apply to new mem-
bers and former members but also former officers who feel 
they are “owed”.   The content below can be found in the 
Officer Guide Book on page D-13 and D-14.  
 

THE PHANTOM MEMBERS 
(Sometimes called “Hitch-hikers”) 

After 30 years of successful growth, GWRRA has 
caused a peculiar phenomenon. We caused it by being 
TOO friendly! An explanation is in order. We have 
always understood that GWRRA’s organization and 
its benefits are exclusively for its Members. However, 
our meetings, and many times our events, have al-
ways been for Members and their guests. Obviously, 
we do this to give potential Members a chance to look 
us over and, hopefully, they will join our family. Our 
friendliness also extends to former Members; much to 
our credit... again hoping they will re-join our family. 
However, and this may be hard to believe, there seem 
to be some folks who see no reason to rejoin us. Not 
because they don’t like us, but because they have seen 
the FUN we have, is an “open door and they don’t 
feel that “Membership” is necessary to take advan-
tage of these important benefits. We all know that two 
of our most important benefits are namely, the Chap-
ter and the wealth of activities that constantly go on 
within GWRRA. Some of these Phantom “Members” 
have friends who give them old copies of Wing World 
magazines and sometimes an old Gold Book for when 
they travel. Many dues-paying Members ask, “Aren’t 
we being too kind?” Many wonder how some of these 
folks can see no reason to REALLY belong to 

GWRRA. They also wonder why a Phantom Member 
takes free what others are paying for. Understand, we 
are not talking about our guests here, we’re talking 
about those who once were part of us and now (for 
whatever reason) are not. Yet they continue to partici-
pate in the fellowship and friendship of something 
that was created for “Members Only”. We know that 
many of our Officers do not believe they have this 
problem. If so, that is good for you, your participants 
and GWRRA. However, if you’re like some, there 
could be as much as 33% of your Chapter that are 
phantoms. Be aware, that if this trend continues, your 
Chapter will eventually cease to be, and a Club will 
be born. Here is our dilemma. We don’t want to be 
“snobbish” or rude, but we need to help these folks 
understand the reasons and advantages of true Mem-
bership in our family. They need to understand the 
difference between Membership, friend or guest. Sev-
eral Chapter Directors have dealt with their problem 
through the Phantom’s wallet i.e. most Chapter events 
use “sign-in” sheets (http://www.gwrra.org/oconnect/
documents). All participants show their GWRRA 
Membership Card. The expiration date can usually be 
verified. No card? That’s okay, BUT coffee, pie, 
50/50 tickets, etc. etc. Maybe you could have a sur-
charge for all “non-Members.” Perhaps you could 
have a supply of paper name tags saying, “Hi - I’m 
XXXX, a visitor”. This would serve two purposes: 1) 
identify the guest (or the former Member) for special 
get-acquainted-type actions or friend-making, and 2) 
help them understand how special Membership in 
GWRRA really is. We suggest allowing non-
members to attend three gatherings before joining. All 
our events already charge a different price for non-
Members, if for no other reason, to identify the bene-
fits of GWRRA Membership and because GWRRA 
activities are primarily for GWRRA Members. We’re 
not suggesting that money is the answer or even the 
proper tactic. Some have used these methods with a 
certain degree of effectiveness. Obviously, there are 
other things that can be done to help us regain our 
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2010 RALLY ATTENDANCE CHALLENGE 

Members. Maybe you will have to delve more deeply 
into why they have chosen to alienate themselves 
from us and see if there is something we can do to 
make them feel better about GWRRA. Many times 
you will find that miscommunication is the prime dif-
ficulty. As already stated, if this is not a concern for 
you, then continue your path of success. If this is 
starting to be a problem, then be alert for these phan-
toms - be diplomatic - be kind. If necessary, you may 
have to limit their “activities” with us, but don’t let 
these folks “steal” (so to speak) that which is only for 

our GWRRA family. If you need more ideas or have 
other concerns, talk it over with your appointing Offi-
cer or your staff. In any case, ALWAYS try to find 
the Win-Win answer. 
 

Dale Wingrove  
Region  H Trainer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your district directors and region staff bring you a 
challenge;  attend all six Region H Rallies (Region H, 
LA, TX, AR, KS & OK) in 2010 and you will be eli-
gible to  enter in a drawing for FREE rally registra-
tion for all the Region H rallies in 2011!  Simple rules 
keep track of your rally attendance throughout 
2010.  After the last rally, OK, submit your name to 
the Region H Director.  We will draw the winner at 
the Nov 2010 Region H Staff meeting. Winners’ par-
ticipation will be verified with the region & district 
directors.  You MUST be pre-registered at all the 
rallies to enter. This is for one person.  If couples 
enter all the rallies each may submit their names indi-
vidually for the drawing.  
 
 

Harry & Joan Dollarhide  
Region H Director 
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Wow, I cannot believe the summer is over and cooler 

weather is quickly approaching. It went by very 

quickly and while at Wing Ding I was recruited by 

Carolyn to be her assistant MEC. I am a current mem-

ber of Chapter R and have been around with my par-

ents for many years, even though I did not become an 

official GWRRA member until 2004. My daughter 

and I are currently the scrapbook coordinators for 

Chapter R.  I just took my BRC class and obtained 

my motorcycle license in May, so I am looking for-

ward to the cooler weather and being able to get some 

more practice in on 2 wheels. 

 

I just attended my first Texas District Staff meeting in 

Killeen at the site of the Midwinter Round Up and the 

upcoming Texas District Rally in May 2010 and the 

facilities are fabulous. I look forward to working with 

the staff and planning some great activities for the 

Mid Winter Round Up and the Texas District Rally. I 

hope to be able to offer up some new ideas or just ex-

pand on the ideas already out there and lend a hand 

wherever I am needed.  After all that is what got me 

here in the first place. I am looking forward to work-

ing with everyone. We had a very productive meeting 

Labor Day weekend and got a chance to tour the fa-

cilities where everything will be held.  The hotel is 

fabulous and the rooms are big and very nice. The 

civic center is very new and has plenty of room for 

everything we have planned.  Killeen seems like a 

very nice town. 

 

Please think about joining us for the Mid Winter 

Round Up and get some great information especially 

if you are new to GWRRA and some updated infor-

mation if you are not. It is always a great time, I have 

gone for several years even when I was not a staff 

member with the chapter.   

 

You will have fun if you just get involved. And join-

ing GWRRA is the first step, so join us and start your 

year off right!!!   

 

Take advantage of the Fall weather and get those 

bikes out of the garage. 

 

 

Donna Holley 

Assistant Membership                           

Enhancement Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT DIVISION AT LARGE 
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This has been a very busy time for us.  We repre-
sented District at the Kansas District Rally the last 
weekend of August.  It was a fun Rally.  Everyone 
was very friendly and we saw a lot of old friends and 
made some new ones.  We rode the trolley to the tour 
at the Russell Stover Factory.  You can’t beat a trip to 
a chocolate factory.  We bought way too much candy 
to take home.  We also did a seminar talking about 
riding in hot and cold weather.  Of course, we visited 
the vendors.  Abilene, Kansas is a neat little town.  It 
has a lot of historic homes when you drive down the 
street.  It is also where Dwight D. Eisenhower grew 
up.  We visited his home and also his and Mamie’s 
gravesites.  The eating places were neat also.  We had 
breakfast at Sweet Daddy’s one morning.  It was a 
neat little diner that the lady said she had run for over 
20 years.  One morning we ate at the diner at the 
bowling alley next to the hotel and then one night we 
ate at Mr. K’s Farmhouse.  Great, reasonably priced 
food.   
 
The next weekend was Labor Day weekend and we 
spent Saturday and Sunday at a district meeting in 
Killeen to plan the Mid Winter Round Up meeting 
and the 2010 Texas District Rally.  The facilities are 
going to be nice for both events and the hotel is great. 
 
The next weekend (Sept 12th) we attended and 
worked at our home chapter, Chapter R’s annual 
rally.  It rained all day, but we still had a great rally.  
Some of the local chapters came in their cars to sup-
port the chapter and take home some great prizes. 
 

The following weekend (Sept 19th) we rode the bike 
to the Y2 Rally near Tyler to represent District.  It 
was a great rally as always.  We rode the fun run and 
had to do the pickle spitting contest for the tie 
breaker.  Then we had the famous Y2 stew for lunch.  
There were so many homemade desserts that it was 
hard to decide what to choose, even if you chose sev-
eral.  We had a great time as always. 
Then on Sunday, September 27th we led a Chapter R 
ride to Meers and Mount Scott in Oklahoma.  If you 
have never had a Meers burger you are missing a 
treat.  They are so large; they cut them in four pieces 
and serve them in a pie pan.  They also have the best 
cherry cobbler with ice cream on top that I have ever 
eaten.  We ordered one dessert and shared it between 
4 people.  It comes in a huge bowl and has at least a 
quart of vanilla ice cream on it.  Anything you order 
is delicious.  If you don’t get there before noon you 
will stand in line for a while, but it is well worth it. 
 
Our next trip to represent Texas District will be the 
Oklahoma Rally.  We are looking forward to seeing 
all of our friends and making a few more new ones.  
Hope to see you there. 
 

Don & Lindy Holley 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2009 

Grand Master Tour Riders 
1855 & 1854 

2009 TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
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Rider Education Weekend, October 17~18, 2009,   

Marshall, TX                                                                  

Oklahoma District Rally, October 23~24, 2009,                 

Muskogee, OK 

Mid Winter Round Up, January 9, 2010,                         

Killeen, TX                                                                      

Region H Rally March 23~27, 2010                           

Marshall, TX                                                                        

Louisiana Rally  April 8~10, 2010 

Texas District Rally May 6~8, 2010,                       

Killeen, TX 

Arkansas Rally  May 27~29, 2010  

Wing Ding  June 30~July 3, 2010                                     

Des Moines, Iowa                                                                

DATES TO REMEMBERS 
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Ken & Barbie Peterson                                             
District Directors                                                                                            

817-293-4667                                               
TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

      

Lynn Heene                                                   
District Trainer                                                    

512-288-4152home                                             
512-694-3064 cell                                             

TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Mark Heene                                                        
District Webmaster                                                       
512-694-3063 cell                                                           

webmaster@gwrra-tx.org  

 

Michael & Suzanne Elrod                                  
District Educators                                    

281-987-3302                             
TXED@gwrra-tx.org                                             

 

Collen Campbell                                                         
Assistant District Educator                                                     

713-907-8700 cell                                         
AsstED@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Texas District Website                              
www.gwrra-tx.org 

Fred & Mandy Mew                             
Assistant District Directors                       

972-425-3077                                   
TexasADD@gwrra-tx.org                        

 

Carolyn Barton                                 
Membership Enhancement Division                

254-578-3353 home                              
903-879-4188 cell                               

txmedac@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Donna Holley                                   
Asst. Membership Enhancement Division           

940-231-4026 cell                               
asstmec@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Pamela Meyer                                  
Treasurer, Newsletter Editor                      

& Patch Diva                                   
281-578-8371 home                              
713-823-4053 cell                                

treasurer@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Don & Linda Holley                          
Texas District Couple of the Year 2009              

Vendor Coordinators                            
940-390-0873                        

TXCoy@gwrra-tx.org    

 

DISTRICT STAFF 

Page 15 Volume 1, Issue 22 




