
Wing Ding Winners from Texas  

Texas District is proud of everyone who participated and had fun at Wing Ding in Des 

Moines.  GWRRA certainly knew Texas was in the house!!  

Bike Show:  

 Bob MacBird (TX M2) - 1st Place, GL1000  Custom 

 Howard Halasz (TX M2) - 1st Place GL1000  Show 

 Charles Dunn (TX Z2) - 1st Place, Trike - Airbrushed  

 James Smith (TX Z2) - 2nd Place, Bike & Factory Trailer  

Top Gun:  

 Merlyn Hartman (TX V2) - 3rd 

  Place, GL1800 Expert  

Talent Show:  

 Jeff Mew (TX P) - 1st Place, 

  Serious (Elvis)  

Rider Education:  

 John Bourg (Region H Educator) 

  - Rider Ed Merit Award  

Grand Prize:  

 Lynn Heene (TX District Trainer) 

  - $10,000 

International Couple of the Year:  

 Fred and Mandy Mew  

  (Texas District Directors)  

Special THANKS  to all the Goody Booth volunteers from Texas!  
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If you have pictures of your Texas chapter events, send them to NLE@gwrra -tx.org.   

You may see yourself on the cover of the Texas District News! 

These are all the winners that 

were brought to our attention.  If 

we have omitted anyone, please 

notify Fred or Mandy Mew.  



If you missed Wing Ding, you missed a GREAT event full of surprises.  

Mandy and I were able to ride our goldwings and took advantage of 

the long route to Des Moines through Arkansas. The mountain roads 

in Arkansas are always fun and there are plenty of them to keep your 

interest for a return adventure. Someday, we will returné again! 

The first surpriseé  Iowa wasnõt anything we expected!  Our dreams of miles and miles of 

straight roads through corn fields were replaced by gently rolling hills with a variety of 

constantly changing scenery.   It was a very pleasant ride with good roads and the tem-

perature told us we werenõt in Texas anymore!  The city of Des Moines rolled out the wel-

come mat for us.  During opening ceremonies, we were greeted by the mayor and the 

governor.  They even mingled a little with the crowd after the ceremonies. The citizens of 

Des Moines were extremely nice and always helpful.  We will always remember the good 

time we had and will include this city on our list to stay and visit again!  

Everybody attending Wing Ding this year knew Texas was there.  Your next issue of Wing 

World  magazine should have the complete list of winnersé and for your convenience, the 

list of Texas winners can be found on the front page of this newsletter. We are proud of 

all the Texas members who participated and took advantage of the events, training 

classes and educational seminars that were offered.  

 I want to thank each and every Texas Member that volunteered to work the goodie booth 

for a couple of hours on Friday of Wing Ding.  Hopefully, your name will be drawn during 

the Region H business meeting in November. You could possibly win a free registration to 

the next Region H Convention in Plano Texas!  

Ohé In case you havenõt heard the newsé Mandy and I won International Couple of the 

Year.  You might be wondering what that means for Texas Districté itõs a good thing! It 

gives Texas recognition!  We will still continue to travel to different eventsé the events 

may just be a little farther away.  We look forward to still representing Texas and Region 

H; now we get to include all of GWRRA!  We are really looking forward to the new adven-

tures in our future.  How does that affect Texas district?  It wonõt!  Itõs business as usual!  

The Texas Team is willing and aware they will have to step up at times.  I have full confi-
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dence in their abilities and they have already demonstrated their will-

ingness and continued dedication to the Texas members.  

I want to thank all those Chapter Directors and Assistant Chapter Directors for their 

participation in GWRRAõs mandated Officer Certification Program (OCP).  Weõve re-

ceived excellent feedback from the training classes and have already noticed positive 

results from the program.  As in all new programsé there will be minor òtweaksó to 

improve the program as needed. One thing is for sureé itõs a continuing education 

program that will have an annual update/revision to maintain certification.  All Chapter 

CDõs and ACDõs will need to plan to attend one of the available annual training events.  

These seminars will be offered at Mid Winter Round Up, Texas District Convention, 

and other scheduled education events throughout Texas, and/or the whole country!  

All new CDõs & ACDõs will be required to be certified within their first six months of 

their appointment.   Those current Texas chapters (just a very few) who have yet to at-

tend an OCP will again be contacted one last time for a commitment.  Those who do not 

commit and attend the Officer Certification Program training can look forward to a visit 

from one of the Texas Team to discuss the future of the chapter.  

Other interesting and important information in 

this monthõs newsletter include new Region 

Leadership Program Directors which can be 

found in the Region News section, and a special 

e-mail posted in this monthõs Hero section. 

We hope to see you at a convention close to 

you or around the country!  

 

Have fun, ride safe  

Fred Mew  

(Continued from page 2) 



Page 4 

TEXAS DISTRICT NEWS  AUGUST 2010 

Texas District Couple of the Year  

 

WOW!   What a great Wing Ding!  Of course 

the most exciting part of the entire event for 

us was the announcement at Opening Ceremony that our own Region H and Texas Dis-

trict Couple of the Year, Fred and Mandy, had been selected to serve as the Interna-

tional Couple of the Year.  We had attended the selection process on Tuesday afternoon 

and after watching the presentations of all ten Region Couples, we had already made up 

our minds that Fred and Mandy should be òthe chosen onesó.   
 

Of course, as the new International Couple of the Year, Fred 

and Mandy were chosen to carry the GWRRA flag in the 

Grand Parade.  We were also thrilled to carry the Texas 

flag.  And, our Texas flag 

was first in the line -up of 

state flags! 

 

 

 

 

     INTERNATIONAL  

COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

 FRED & MANDY MEW  
 

We were also pleased to see so many Couple of the Year ribbons and medallions being 

worn at the convention.  They were in evidence everywhere we looked.  Chapter, Dis-

trict, and Region Couples were all proudly wearing their ribbons. Of course, our new 

International Couple was also adorned with theirs.  It certainly made a good showing for 

the Couple of the Year program at all levels.  Weõd 

like to encourage all Couples (regardless of the 

level you have attained) to wear your medallions 

every time you attend any GWRRA event.  It not 

only designates you as having been selected for 

this honor, but it also helps to promote the Couple 

of the Year program.  
   

  Dave & Jean Simmons 

 2010 Texas District Couple of the Year  

      Master Tour Riders    6571 & 6572 


